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is mainly of the one-room variety, in
which the whole family lives, eats, and
sleeps. There is no possibility of isolat-
ing infected persons. Add to this the
fact that the great majority of the pop-
ulation are poor, ignorant, and highly
fatalistic, and you have ideal conditions
for the continued propagation of small-
pox.
Previous to the discovery of vaccina-
tion the Indians for centuries had prac-
tised inoculation in seeking relief from
the scourge. Cowpox vaccine was intro-
duced into Bombay in 1802, and arm-to-
arm vaccination extended to other prov-
inces and continued in all parts of India
except the larger cities until the begin-
ning of the present century. Now calf-
vaccine virus has entirely superseded
the older method, but with the excep-
tion of a small part of British India, vac-
cination remains on a voluntary basis.
An amended compulsory vaccination act
of 1909 applies only to an area with a
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